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Reaching Filipinos 


By the Rev. E. K. Higdon, Acting Secretary, Philippines Agency 


NE beautiful evening last March, a large 

crowd of men and women, boys and girls 
had gathered on the public plaza of the north- 
ernmost provincial capital on the island of 
Luzon. The center of attraction—an enormous 
truck with the words “The Light of the World’ 
prominently displayed upon its sides—was 
broadcasting a 
program of secu- 
lar and_ religious 
music. The peo- 
ple of» Aparri, 
Cagayan, enjoying 
an afternoon or 
evening at the 
cinema the previ- 
ous day, had been 
surprised to see 
flashed upon the 
screen an adver- 
fisement ofa 
radio and a book- 
store on wheels. 
The notice had 
announced that 
this novelty would 
appear son. the 
public square the 
following afternoon about sunset. 


This word 


flew from mouth to mouth, until nearly every- 
one in that town of 2,000 had heard about it. 

Now the truck had come, and the crowd was 
young man, 


on hand to see and hear it. A 


THE RADIO STATION AND BOOKSTORE ON WHEELS 
The raised sides give shelter from sun and shower. 


twanging a banjo, took his place near the 
microphone, and soon his voice was carried 
out across that part of Aparri to listening hun- 
dreds. Others contributed their part to the 
program. The man in charge of the vehicle 
addressed the group now and then through the 
“mike.” He told them that he had on two sets 
of shelves under 
the sides of that 
store on wheels, 
books of poetry 
and prose, public 
and private cor- 
respondence, de- 
bates and _ ora- 
tions, biography 
and history, songs 
and wise sayings. 
More than a thou- 
sand people heard 
him speak thus in 
description of the 
Bible, preliminary 
to magnifying its 
spiritual message. 

This picture has 
been repeated in 
one form or an- 
other all the way from Batangas, seventy-five 
miles south of Manila, to this far-flung out- 
post three hundred and sixty miles north, and 
multiplied thousands have learned of the Bible, 
seen it in various languages, dialects, versions, 


seeenete nt er 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE PAGEANT—THE BIBLE FOR ALL THE WORLD 
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and bindings, and purchased it or portions of it 
by the hundreds. 
In some towns the Roman Catholics have in- 
vited the truck colporteur to stretch his curtain 
in their chapels and show his Bible pictures, 


BIBLE 
PICTURES 


FOR LIVING PICTURES 


and certain priests also have aided in the cir- 
culation of the Word. 


A Bible Week 

A beautiful new concrete student center 
stands on the Presbyterian compound in Legas- 
pi, Albay. Dedicated near the opening of 
school, last June, it has served the students of 
the public high school of that province in nu- 
merous ways. Its recreational program draws 
young people within its walls, especially during 
the rainy season, when no one can play out of 
doors. Its dramatic presentations have at- 
tracted audiences large enough to take every 
available seat in the auditorium. Other fea- 
tures have appealed to the young men and 
women who study in that provincial capital. 

Last September, in response to distribution 
suggestions sent out from the American Bible 
Society office, the Rev. O. P. La Porte asked 
for a stock of Bibles to use for a display dur- 
ing a Bible week he planned for the student 
center. He wanted a copy of the Scriptures in 
every available language and dialect. We sent 


The Bible at the Centur 


T a commanding place in the rotunda of 
the Hall of Religion at the Century of 
Progress Exposition in Chicago, the American 
Bible Society has an interesting exhibit both 
of historic Bibles and of the various processes 
used by the Society in its Scripture distribu- 
tion work. 
On a large chart eighteen feet long and five 
feet wide appears a complete list of the 935 
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him forty-five copies, among them English, 
Spanish, Ifugao, Bontoc-Igorot, Moro, Sama- 
refio, Tagalog, Pangasinan, Pampangan, Iba- 
nag, Panayan, Ilocano, and Cebuan. 

Two special dramatic features added greatly 
to the interest of the week’s program. One 
consisted of living pictures, framed in a large 
wooden Bible; the other, of representatives of 
the nations in a pageant entitled “The Bible 
for all the World.” The book was used in two 
ways. It was placed on the stage, closed, with 
a curtain for the back. Young people took 
their positions in living pictures against that 
white background. Then, the book was opened, 
the audience saw the picture, the lids were 
closed, and the actors assumed new positions. 
Twelve scenes from the life of David were thus 
presented, interspersed with appropriate hymns 
in English and Bicol. 

Then a dozen living pictures from the life of 
Paul were shown, again with hymns at inter- 
vals. 

At a later time the huge Bible was used for 
radiopticon pictures. It was placed near the 
front of the stage, and a wet sheet was 
stretched tightly across the face of the book, 
just inside the cover. When the book was 
opened, the audience saw a brilliant white page 
on which the projected pictures showed up 
beautifully. 

The pageant “The Bible for all the World” 

included a man from Palestine, a woman 
from Bethlehem, a Roman soldier, and rep- 
resentatives from Greece, Germany, France, 
Spain, India, Africa, America, and China; also 
twelve representatives from the Philippines, 
each reciting a. passage of Scripture in his own 
dialect. 
_ This presentation not only made a profound 
impression upon the audience, but also gave 
a more adequate idea of the widespread serv- 
ice rendered by the American Bible Society. 
Mr. La Porte added to the informational part 
of the program by telling the story of the trans- 
lation of the Bible into the various dialects of 
the Philippines. 


y of Progress Exposition 


languages in which the Bible or a part of it has 
been translated, and so arranged that the vis- 
itor can tell just when publication, in any lan- 
guage listed, first occurred, and whether the 
entire Bible or only a part of it has been pub- 
lished. 

_Many Bibles of historic interest are being 
displayed. Among them are Scripture volumes 
published by the Society in 1833, a first edi- 
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tion of the King James version printed in 
1611, and a facsimile of the famous Gutenberg 
Bible printed about 1450, possibly the first 
book printed from movable type in the West- 
ern world. 

A series of “dioramas” shows, in miniature 
but in proper perspective, a group of transla- 
tors at work in the Philippine Islands; the 
huge press on which the printing of inexpen- 
sive Scripture portions takes place; a group of 
Chinese gathered about a Scripture colporteur 
on one of the streets of Shanghai; and Miss 


Left: 
of the two Gospels, Luke and John; 


with names of 22 translators, and a quotation from Jeremiah. 
part of the language chart (fully, on page 93); 


rare and interesting Bibles. Right: 


PART OF THE EXHIBIT AT THE CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


two of the four dioramas—colporteuring in China and Dr, Helen Keller speaking; 
above these, murals of the Venerable Bede and Wiclif, 
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supervising, in 1526, the first printing of his 
scholarly translation of the New Testament; 
the Hampton Court conference, in 1604, re- 
questing from King James the authorization of 
a new version; and Mary Jones receiving a 
Bible, in 1800, at Bala, Wales, from the hand 
of the Rev. Thomas Charles after a fatiguing 
twenty-eight-mile journey on foot for it. This 
latter incident was the event which brought 
about the formation of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in London, in 1804, and doubt- 
less played a part in the institution of the 


above these, symbols 


Center: panels 
Under these and at the right, cases containing 
above it, murals of 


Tyndale and the Hampton Court scene, 


Helen Keller speaking on the Bible and the So- 
ciety’s work in providing “embossed” Scrip- 
tures for the Blind. 

On the walls, above the exhibit, are six 
paintings portraying important events in the 
history of the Bible among English-speaking 
people. Beginning with Cedmon, the cowherd, 
singing his Saxon paraphrases of Scripture in 
the seventh century, picturing the Venerable 
Bede dictating the conclusion of his translation 
of St. John’s Gospel in 735, the murals con- 
tinue by portraying Wiclif sending out his 
“poor preachers,” in about 1380, with copies 
of the first complete English Bible; Tyndale 


American Bible Society in New York twelve 
years later. 

The keynote of the exhibit is set by three 
artistic panels, a memorial to twenty-two cele- 
brated translators of the Bible, containing such 
names as Jerome, Wiclif, Tyndale, Luther, 
Carey, Martyn, Judson, Moffat, and Hepburn. 
On the center panel is the summons of Jere- 
miah: ‘‘Hear the word of the Lord, O ye 
nations, and declare it in the isles afar off.” 

Visitors at the Exposition, especially pastors, 
Sunday-school leaders, and all church workers 
will find that a few hours spent in this exhibit 
will be both interesting and informing. 
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From Door to Door 


By the Rev. M. L. Vaughters, B.A., Secretary, Houston Division, : 
The William Ingraham Haven Memorial Agency among the Colored People of the United States 


HERE is a type of evangelism that waits 
for the people to come within the range 
of its influence, and there is another type that 
goes out vigorously seeking to save the people. 
In the life of Jesus Christ, both types are 
illustrated. When our Lord taught the people 
in the temple and synagogues, he represented 
the former type. When he went from place to 
place over the Holy Land seeking sinners, the 
outcasts, the poor, and all classes of people, he 
represented the latter, or what we choose to call 
aggressive evangelism. This is the type used, 
for the most part, by Bible Societies in the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures. There are those 
who go to Bible depositories and other places 
where Bibles are sold, to make their purchases. 
The great masses of the people, however, must 
have the Bible carried to them. 

A man came to the depository, seeking to 
become one of our distributors. After secur- 
ing his supply of Scriptures, he said, “Now 
where shall I go to sell these Scriptures?” We 
replied to him, “Start just where you find peo- 
ple.” He carried his supply to a house just 
across the street from the depository, and sold 
a Bible to a lady who had been looking right in 
our door for years! From there he went on 
seeking the needy and others whom he might 
induce to accept the Word of God. 

It is not hard to visualize this man of God, 
going from house to house, knocking at the 
doors of strangers, trying to spread the gospel. 
At one place, he is courteously received, but 
kindly told that the home is amply supplied with 
the Scriptures. He goes on to the next house 
and knocks at the door. A nervous person, 
with her face full of frowns, comes to the door. 
At a glance she observes that he has something 
to sell, and as soon as he informs her of his 
mission, she whirls around on her heels and 
says, ““Go back and get me a beefsteak, and 
come back and I'll talk to you.” Then, bang! 
went the door, in his face. 

A flush of anger arises. He feels like resent- 
ing the insult. But the woman is gone, and 
the door is closed between them. He breathes 
a word of prayer, and pulls himself together as 
he goes on to the next house. 

Again he gently knocks, and waits to see 
what is in store for him. A little girl comes 
running to the door, and then hastens back, 
exclaiming in a whisper, “Mother, it’s a man 
at the door with some books in his hand like the 
man who sold us our Bible.” The mother 


comes to the door, and greets him with a smile 
as she invites him in. While he is displaying 
his Scriptures, she is thinking of her unsaved 
husband, and, finally, breaks in, “I want this 
Bible with the large print. My husband is not 
a Christian, but he likes to read the Bible, and 
can easily read this at night. My home has 
been a better home since he has been reading 
the Bible we have.” A neighbor, sitting by, 
says, “Give me the pocket Testament; I want 
to send it to my boy. I believe it will help 
him.” The man goes away with an uplifted 
heart. 

He soon finds himself in the slums of the 
town. A tall man stands on the corner, whom 
he engages in conversation concerning a guide 
for his life. While so doing, he steps forward 
and places a little Testament in the tall man’s 
vest pocket, and adds, “Carry this with you 
all the time, and read it during your spare 
moments; it will give you a new outlook on 
life.” The stranger takes it out, looks at it, 
and asks the price. “One nickel,’ replies 
the minister. The price is paid, and the Testa- 
ment is placed back into the stranger’s pocket. 

Again, the colporteur enters a house, and 
there finds several men and a few women 
drinking, cursing, and gambling. He watches 
the game for a few minutes, and then says to 
them, “Friends, I have the rules of the game 
of life, which, if followed, everybody will 
win and no one loses.” ‘‘There was silence in 
the room,” said the Bibleman, “while I told 
them how all could win. I sold a Bible and 
several Testaments to those wicked people.” 

These are only snapshots of how this good 
man has reached thousands with the Word of 
God. People are reached in this way that 
cannot be reached by any other class of Chris- 
tian workers. 

e ° e 
Memorial Members 


OUR names have been added to the roll of 

Memorial Members by gifts of $100 each 
during the first six months of 1933. Two do- 
nors have elected to enter their own names on 
this roll. 


Mrs. Sue Lawrence Gignilliat, by Mrs. J. J. Norton, 
Seneca, South Carolina. 
Rev. Dwight L. Chapin, by himself, Kingston, Ohio. 
Miss Elizabeth Lent Sheldon, by her mother, Mrs. 
Alice L. Sheldon, Hillsdale, New York. 
us George S. Chadbourne, by herself, Melrose, 
ass. 
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A Son Carries On 


By the Rev. Robert O. Franklin, Secretary, Siam Agency 


N the days of the 

Rev. John Carring- 
rom, D:D. the first-Sec- 
retary for the Siam and 
Laos Agency, Mr. Koo 
Tong Yong was _ his 
first assistant in col- 
porteur work. His son, 
Koo Ngak Song, was 
then but a small boy, 
beginning his_ school 
days in the Bangkok 
Christian College, and 
living with his father 
Dr. Carrington paid the small boy 25 
stangs per week, about 10 cents, for sweep- 
ing and scrubbing the floors of the Bible 
House. 

That little boy is now one of the rich men 


MR. KOO NGAK SONG 


at the Bible House. 


of Bangkok, having built up a prosperous busi- 
ness as a soap manufacturer. His interest has 
always been keen in the work of the American 
Bible Society, and he has been a regular and 
liberal giver during the years of the second 
Secretary, the Rev. Robert Irwin. 

Mr. Koo Ngak Song was a student under 
the present Secretary of the Siam Agency dur- 
ing his years of work in the Bangkok Chris- 
tian College. To show his enduring interest in 
the work of the American Bible Society, and 
in having his old college principal now repre- 
senting its work, Mr. Koo Ngak Song has 
pledged 500 ticals for the next three years, to- 
ward the training of a first assistant colporteur, 
who is to be known as Mr. Koo Tong Yong’s 
successor in the work of the Society in the 
Siam and Laos Agency. The first 500 ticals 
have already been received. 


Madame Chiang Kai-shek Instigates an 
Evangelistic Campaign 


By Robert W. Porteous, China Inland Mission 


BOUT a month ago, Madame Chiang at- 
tended the monthly missionary prayer 
meeting for the workers of the various mis- 
sions working in this great city, Nanchang Ki. 
Mrs. Porteous and I happened to be sitting 
not far from Madame Chiang. During the 
preliminary cup of tea, she beckoned me over 
and asked me to suggest to the missionaries 
present, that we do something to meet the 
needs of the wounded and dying soldiers in 
the various government hospitals here, of 
which there are five, three large ones and two 
smaller. It did make one’s heart rejoice, when 
she, the first lady of the Chinese Republic, add- 
ed, “I want them to have the comfort of sal- 
vation !” 

As you may suppose, the suggestion was 
promptly acted upon. The very next afternoon, 
under the direction of Madame Chiang, three 
preaching bands, including picked workers 
from each mission, were organized and have 
since been working effectively in the three 
larger military hospitals. We hope to be able to 
reach the two branch hospitals after the work 
has been fully established in these other three. 

After consultation with the medical officers 
in charge, a friendly representation of chosen 
leaders was made to each hospital, explaining 
the object of the prospective campaign. We as- 


certained the most convenient hours for weekly 
services to be held at each hospital, and then 
began the work among these suffering ones. 

My work was in the Fifth Government Mili- 
tary Hospital, the largest and most permanent 
of the three. We got Mr. Leland Wang, the 
well-known Chinese preacher, who was here 
holding a mission in the city, to give the first 
talk to the men. They responded well. A great 
number of hands were raised indicating their 
desire to accept this offer of a crucified, risen, 
glorified Saviour, We then broke up into 
groups and visited the wounded in the various 
wards, telling them, as Madame Chiang herself 
suggested, of the One who suffered more than 
they ever have. Week after week these serv- 
ices have been continued, the attitude of the 
officers and men getting more friendly each 
time. 

During one of these frequent visits, it was 
laid on my heart to endeavor to get, in addi- 
tion to the tracts, booklets, Gospel portions, 
given to the men, a nicely bound pocket New 
Testament to give to each of the sufferers 
who would use it. 

And now, on behalf of my fellow-workers 
who visit the Fifth Army Hospital, and myself, 
I don’t know how to begin to thank Dr. Carle- 
ton Lacy and the kind donors to the American 
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Bible Society, who, by their generous gifts, 
made possible the giving of 500 nicely bound 
(Pocket Edition) New Testaments — one to 
each of the wounded officers and men who 
promised to read them. 
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These New Testaments came last week. We 
took 300 copies over. But these were insuffh- 
cient to supply all who asked for a copy. So 
we will be taking the remainder of the 500 
to supply the others on Friday next. 


Every Man in His Own Tongue 


By the Rey. Eric M. North, Ph.D., D.D. 


This fresh condensed recital of an old but ever fascinating story 1s passed on to our readers as 
sure to be of interest. It is the introduction to a new edition of the popular brochure Specimen 
Verses” published for distribution at the Century of Progress Exposition, 


OW many languages can you name with- 

out consulting a reference book? You 
will be doing well if you can name fifty. Here 
in America, we do not realize how manifold 
are the languages of the world, because all over 
this great country and our northern neighbor, 
Canada, one language is almost universally 
spoken. 

Yet, there are 935 languages and dialects 
into which at least some part of the Bible has 
been translated. Every continent, every coun- 
try, and multitudes of the islands of the sea 
are represented. Yet, there are hundreds of 
languages more in which no Scripture has yet 
been translated, and still more that have as yet 
only one or two Gospels or less. 

There is no other book that has been trans- 
lated into so many languages. Probably “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” comes next; but it is far be- 
hind. Why is it that the Bible has been so 
translated, and how has the work been done? 


The Bible, the Book of Mankind 


The answer to the first question is twofold: 
First, the Bible is the book of mankind. No 
other book speaks so directly and universally 
to men of every race and civilization. In this 
it reaches beyond the Hebrew and Greek world 
in which it came into being, and speaks to all. 
Men of Africa, of Asia, of the high Andes, 
and the remote islands, men civilized and un- 
civilized, have read or heard its pages and have 
said, “How does this book know what I am 
like; what my thoughts and feelings are!” It 
is the book of mankind. But it is more than 
this. It is the book of God for mankind. As 
men read its pages, as they think of what they 
find it saying to their hearts, they find that it 
is more to them than a record of human ex- 
periences, vividly and deeply told. It is a 
record of human experiences with God, and 
through its pages they find God speaking to 
them. From it statesmen, heroes, martyrs, 
saints and humble ordinary folk, set about with 
all the perplexities and hardships of life, have 


heard God’s voice in counsel, in comfort, in 
rebuke, in command, in encouragement, in 
hope. The Bible has been translated again and 
again, because it is the book of God for man- 
kind. 
The Mother Tongue 

The second reason for so many translations 
lies in the fact that truth—especially truth of 
the heart and life—reaches us only dimly 
through a foreign language. Almost invariably, 
it is in our mother tongue that our deepest 
thoughts are formed. There undoubtedly are 
many in America who use English constantly 
in daily speech, but who, when they come to 
pray, use the language of their childhood— 
their very own. If the book of God for man- 
kind is to be free to reach men’s hearts, it must 
be translated into their mother tongues. “Every 
man” must have this book “in his own tongue.” 


Translation in Early Days 


Thus, those who have placed on them respon- 
sibility for proclaiming the gospel—the Good 
News found in the Bible—have sought to 
translate and publish it in the languages of the 
world. In the early days, the translators faced 
often bodily peril. Wiclif, with his associates 
the first translator of the whole Bible into Eng- 
lish speech, was persecuted during his lifetime, 
and after his*death condemned as a heretic and 
his bones dug up and burned. William Tyn- 
dale, the translator and publisher of the first 
printed English Testament, was executed by 
strangling and burned at the stake. His last 
words were, “Lord, open the King of Eng- 
land’s eyes’—a prayer that the Scriptures 
might freely circulate in his native land. Near- 
ly four centuries later, King George V, a suc- 
cessor of the king for whom Tyndale prayed, 
said of the English Bible, a large part of which 
to this day is still in Tyndale’s own words, 

“It is my confident hope, that my subjects 
may never cease to cherish their noble inherit- 
ance in the English Bible, which, in a secular 
aspect, is the first of the national treasures, 
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and is, in its spiritual significance, the most 
valuable thing that this world affords.” 


Reducing a Language to Writing 


Yet, though to-day the risks are less, they 
still remain in unhealthy climates; and the pa- 
tient but glorious drudgery continues. Often 
the translator’s task is first to produce a writ- 
ten language. Differences in sounds which al- 
most escape hearing must be caught and given 
appropriate letters; an alphabet must be 
formed; spelling and grammatical construc- 
tion discovered; word list started. Imagine 
yourself surrounded by people whom you could 
not understand, and who cannot understand 
you, and think how long it would take you to 
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three years before she found the right words 
for “throne” and for “holy.” Another paid a 
few pennies for every new word that was 
brought to him, in the hope of finding better 
words. Once made, the translation of the first 
book—usually a Gospel—must be tested in use. 
Often it is reviewed by a group of experienced 
workers, missionaries and natives. Once the 
text is in substantially final form, it is printed, 
usually by one of the Bible Societies. Then, 
often years after the first start, it is set free to 
do its marvelous work among the people. 

By far the greater number of translations 
have been made by missionaries, with the help 
of selected natives. Some—usually the revi- 
sions in the major languages—have been by 


Mentioned on pages 88 and 92 


learn their speech without dictionary, grammar, 
or even alphabet. Some languages are pro- 
nounced with “clicks” or “stops”; in some the 
same syllable may mean six different things de- 
pending on the tone with which it is spoken. 
Some produce complex ideas by tacking on 
several suffixes; others by heaping up prefixes ; 
some add both; in some the order of thought 
is almost the reverse of that in others. Thus 
the translators’ task in reducing a language to 
writing is one of long, patient, and skilled 
work. 
The Task of Translation 

Then comes the equally difficult task of find- 
ing the exact meaning of words, and words 
that fit the passage of the Bible being trans- 
lated. One translator reported that it was 


committees of national and missionary scholars. 

At the time that this is written, 173 languages 
possess the whole Bible, 191 more have only 
the New Testament, 481 more have Gospels or 
other Portions (at least a single book), and 90 
have Selections only. 

In the major languages of Europe, the Bible 
is published not only by the Bible Societies, 
but also by commercial publishers. But out- 
side of northeastern Europe, Great Britain, the 
British Dominions, and the United States, the 
world is dependent, with very rare exceptions, 
upon the Bible Societies for the supply of 
Scriptures; and even in these lands multitudes 
would not possess the Bible, if it were not for 
the widespread and persistent work of the So- 
cieties during the past century. 
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Scriptures for the Conservation Corps 


HOSE who know the upbuilding influ- 

ence of the Bible will be glad to learn 
that supplies of Scriptures are being made 
available by the American Bible Society for 
men in the camps of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. 

The plan has been developed with the office 
of the Chief of Chaplains, War Department, 
Washington, where every facility is extended 
to make this service prompt and effective. 

The first step was to put a copy of the new, 
boldface Bibles, just published by the Society, 
in the library of each of the approximately 
1,500 camps of this corps. This was done by 
sending the required number of Bibles to the 
le S: Army base, at) Brooklyn, N-Y:, where 
libraries were assembled, packed and sent out 
to all the camps. 

Next, a notice was issued by the Chief of 
Chaplains, to all the chaplains serving these 
camps, that a supply of pocket Testaments 
could be had by them, on application to the 
American Bible Society, to be placed in the 
hands of all men of the corps who expressed 
a personal desire to have and use them. 

At its July meeting the Board of Managers 
of the Society authorized a grant of up to 
15,000 New Testaments for this purpose. Al- 


ready more than 13,000 have been requisi- 
tioned by the chaplains throughout the country, 
every section being well represented in the re- 
quests on which shipments have been made. 
So, at its meeting in August the Board sanc- 
tioned a further grant of 5,000 Testaments, 
should there be real demand. 

More recently the Chief of Chaplains was 
offered a supply of the folder entitled “Where 
to Look in the Bible,” for free distribution by 
the chaplains in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, to help the men in their use of the 
books. Many thousands have been called for, 
and are doubtless already being used in the 
camps. 

The charge, for all these Bibles and Testa- 
ments, against the Society’s limited and already 
strained grant funds is very severe. But it is 
felt that the Society would be desired and ex- 
pected to act, and act promptly and effectively, 
in this opportunity to help the thousands of 
men gathered in these camps, just as it did in 
the great war. So the Managers have not hesi- 
tated, and so any contributions toward this 
unforeseen, but important, service and expense 
will be deeply appreciated. Only, do not let 
them diminish the contributions for the regu- 
lar work of the Society throughout the world. 


Notes and Comments 


ITH this issue the monthly publication 
of the Recorp is resumed. It has been 
stimulating to hear from readers that they have 
been missing its monthly visits. 
e e 
Our friends will rejoice with the great 
British and Foreign Bible Society and_ its 
friends over the fine record of last year. It 
reports 1,096,976 Bibles, 1,027,720 Testaments, 
and 8,492,774 Portions or a total of 10,617,- 
470 volumes of Scripture then distributed. This 
makes a total of 442,471,067 volumes of Scrip- 
ture sent out by that Society since its organi- 
zation in 1804—a grand total indeed. 
eee 
Congratulations also to the National Bible 


Society of Scotland, the third largest Bible So-* 


ciety in the world. It reports a distribution, 
in 1932, of 83,113 Bibles, 180,008 Testaments, 
and 3,679,120 Portions or a total of 3,942,241 
volumes. Adding this total to the volumes dis- 
tributed since that Society was organized in 
1861, it creates another fine total of 111,777,- 
303. ee 

Adding the grand totals of the British and 
Scotch Societies to the 246,046,560 volumes 


which the American Bible Society has issued 
since it was instituted in 1816, these three So- 
cieties have alone been the means of supplying 
the world with over 800,000,000 volumes of 
Scripture; and still there is need. 

e e 


In the July Recorp report of broadcasting 
on the Pacific coast, we failed to mention 
rather an important claim by those most direct- 
ly interested. It is that “this 10 years of broad- 
casting of the Scriptures is said to be the 
longest continuous daily broadcasting of any 
program in the United States.” 


AN encouraging illustration of one devel- 
opment under the Republic of Spain is the fact 
reported by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety that its “Stand” at the Madrid Book Fair 
held earlier this year was a great success. The 
Society came out first, among the score of 
firms taking part, in the amount of sales dur- 
ing the fair. There were 1,013 Bibles, 482 
Testaments, and 17,322 Portions sold. And the 
work of the Society has been favorably noticed 
in the Spanish press. 
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Standing Committees for 1933-1934 


Appointed at the June Meeting of the Board of Managers 


Versions 


Rev. H. A. Stimson, D.D. 
Rev. Ezra § TIPPLE, DDelieD: 


Pror. Oswatp T. Attis, Pu.D., D.D. Warp MELVILLE 


Sinas F, Hatrocx, M.D. Rev. 
Grorck Wootsty, M.D. REv. aes M. Horxins, D.D., LL.D. 
Hersert S. Baker 


S. Inc1is, D.D. 
BisHop F. J. McConnety, PH. D., D.D. 


Pror. Joun H. Raven, D.D. 


Pror. Howarp C. Rogsrns, DID: 
Pror. J. NEwton Daviss, S.T.D. 
Rev. Ernest BRENNECKE, PH.D. 


Ways and Means 


Rosco—e C. E. Brown, Lirr.D. 
Joun T. Manson 

Frank H. Mann 

Howarp WHITTEMORE 
ARLANDO MarINngE 

JEREMIAH R. Van Brunt 
Wittiam W. Hari 

Grorck E. Fanys 

Harry A. Krinports 


Rev. Tuomas H. Macxkenziz, D.D. 
Auxiliaries and Home Agencies 


Henry S. Stearns, M.D. 
Grorce D. Brartys 


General Reference { 


Frank H. 


Rev. JAMES PARKER, PH.D. 
Rev. Minot C. Morcan, D.D. 


Auditing 


ARLANDO MARINE 
Orrin R. Jupp 
James H. Post 


Foreign Agencies 


ArtHUR L. Brown 
C. Epcar ANDERSON 
Cares F. DArRLinctTon 


Mrs. Finuey J. Sueparp, LL.D. 


Witisam P. Stevenson, LL.D. 
Daniet BuRKE 
Wm. A. Harsison 


Rey. F. M. NortH, D.D., LL.D. 


Publication 


WintuHrop M. Turtle 

Roscor C. E. Brown, Litt.D. 
ELLwoop M. RasgNo.D 

JamMES M. Stuart 

Ray CLARKE TILLINGHAST 
Paut T. Jonus 

HERBERT S. BAKER 

Joun B. Waker, M.D. 


Finance 


Joun JT. Manson 

Frank H. Mann 

Orrin R. Jupp 

Ernest M. BowMan 
Epwarp S. MaLMarR 

JAMES T. VAN STEENBERGH 
GrorcEe TIFFANY 


THE CHAIRMEN OF THE SEVEN STANDING COMMITTEES, ELECTED BY THEM, AND 
Manin, JEREMIAH R. Van Bruni, ann James T. VAN STEENBERGH 


Snapshots of Translation Work 


EFERENCE has occasionally 
been made in these pages to 
the work that Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Dudley Peck, of the Presbyterian 
Mission at San Pedro, are doing 
among the Mam Indians in Guate- 
mala. Their translation of the Gos- 
pel of John has already been pub- 
lished, and we are expecting to 
receive the manuscript of the entire 
New Testament before many 
months. These pictures, taken in 
May of this year, show something 
of the thoroughness with which this 
work is being done, in order that it 
can be readily understood in every 
part of the Mam-speaking terri- 
tory 
Workers have gathered word lists 
from five distinct regions. Five na- 
tive Christians have been brought to 
the mission headquarters for trans- 
lation work—men who own little 
farms, and who have hired other 
men to look after these farms while 
the owners spend three weeks in 
San Pedro helping Mr. and Mrs. 
Peck find the right words to set 
forth to their fellow Mams the truths of the 
New Testament in their own tongue. These 
men have learned to read and write Spanish 
and Mam at the mission. Many other things 
they learn also. For example, in order to 
understand the background of Paul’s letters to 


1, Trying for the right word 
2. The Society meets the bill— 
10 cents a day for each man 


8. Making the Mediterranean 
world in the yard 
4. Getting some relaxation 


the Corinthians, a need for geography was felt. 
So the translation committee moved out into 
the yard, where the Mediterranean world could 
be drawn on the earth on a larger and more 
vivid scale than paper and pen allow. 

A stretch of several hours of mental work is 
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tiring for men used only to tilling the soil, and 
some physical activity is called for. So the 
translators and their farmer assistants, abetted 
by missionary children, use a recess in handball, 
getting into shape for more translation work. 
The Bible Society is helping this work along 


Bartering 
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by meeting the expense of these native trans- 
lators. It is a long and tedious process to 
mould a language, with practically no religious 
literature, over the form of such a book as the 
New Testament. Many minds are needed to 
make the translation clear and smooth. 


Bibles 


By the Rev. E. K. Higdon, Acting Secretary, Philippines Agency 


““TS that the cheapest one you have?” a 

young farmer asked our truck colporteur, 
as he paged through a two-peso (one dollar) 
Tagalog Bible. 

“Yes. That book is well bound, and clearly 
printed on good paper. All the work was done 
in Manila. Do you know of any other similar 
book made here that you can buy for even three 
times that price?” They conversed in the dia- 
lect, and an interested group took in every 
word. 

“The price is all right. It is really very 
low. I want the book badly; for I have never 
owned a Bible. But I haven’t any money.” 

He told the truth. <The total cash in the 
twenty homes of that village fifteen miles 
from Manila probably amounted to less than 
a dollar.. We had learned that early during 
our visit. 

So the colporteur said, “But you have some 
produce, haven’t you? What grows on your 
farm?” “I have a crop of corn. Will you 
take roasting ears?” the farmer asked eagerly. 

He was informed that we would barter Scrip- 
tures for corn and allow him the local market 
price of two centavos (lc) an ear. He found 
twelve in his lowland field that evening, and 
started off early the next morning to get the 
rest from his farm in the hills. He returned 
about sunset, a bamboo carrying pole on his 
shoulder, ears hanging in pairs from each end. 
He said the corn had not all reached the milk 
stage yet; and he had had difficulty finding this 
load. He had seventy-six ears. ‘Twelve short!! 
The agent and the salesman exchanged signif- 
icant glances. A. Tagalog Bible went at a 
twelve-ear reduction! 

That same day a woman bought a New 
Testament for thirty green mangoes; a school- 
girl paid one large ripe mango for a Gospel of 
John; and a fisherman tried to make a catch 
worth two pesos, so that he, too, could get a 
Bible. But the poor fellow had bad luck and 
caught nothing. 


The Idea Spreads 
“In less than thirty-five years, Bible So- 
cieties have distributed 3,100,000 copies of the 


Scriptures here. But that number does not 
go far in a population of 13,000,000. Many 
books have been worn out or lost; some have 
been burned or destroyed in other ways, leav- 
ing several million people still unsupplied.” I 
was addressing a conference of ministers, dea- 
conesses, and laymen, and urging them to take 
a more personal interest in circulating the 
Scriptures. 

“But our people have very little money. This 
is the crisis, you know,” one preacher declared. 
“Well, your church members are farmers. They 
raise rice and beans, chickens and eggs, pigs 
and calves. Our Bible truck will come through 
here within a month, and if you want a supply 
of books, we will take produce,” I explained. 

There was a general murmur of approval 
from the conference floor. Several delegates 


said they would have their crops ready when 


UNLOADING THE BARTER 


the colporteur came. They did not forget. 
When the truck returned to Manila, it carried 
in addition to its depleted stock of Scriptures, 
bushels of rice and of beans. 


Each Man’s Interests 


Last year we conducted thirty classes in Bible 
salesmanship for 600 people. We taught that 
in selling a copy of the Scriptures, just as in 
making any other sale, we must appeal to vital 
interests. Many illustrations of the effective- 
ness of this approach came to our attention. 

“TI sold a Gospel of St. Luke to a medical 
student here, in this dormitory,” a little high- 
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school freshman reported with enthusiasm a 
day or two after he entered the class. “How 
did you go about it,” I asked. “I stopped him 
in the hall and asked him how he would like 
to read a biography of Jesus written by a doc- 
tor. He bought it right away.” 

“T sold a portion to that policeman on the 
corner near the mumicipio (town hall) ,” a teach- 
er in a women’s training school told the sales- 
manship group. “I said, ‘You have a lot of 
idle time, just standing here. You ought to 
have something to read. Here’s a biography of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s in Pangasinan and 
costs only three centavos.’ He bought it with- 
out hesitation,” she concluded. 


Selling to Students 


“T recommend this 20-centavo English New 
Testament. Students like it, and we sell hun- 
dreds of copies.” Mr. Eusebio Quebral, our 
colporteur who speaks English, Spanish, and 
three or four dialects, addressed high-school 
boys, who crowded around the truck on a gov- 
ernment farm school campus, where a rural 
life institute was in session.. Several in the 
group bought Testaments. 

“Now, I suggest that you each get an Ilocano 
New Testament, to use side by side with the 
English,’ Mr. Quebral continued. 

“But, what’s the use of that?’ a student 
wanted to know. ‘The contents do not differ, 
do they ?” 

“That’s just the point. You want to improve 
your English, don’t you? I learned English and 
one or two dialects by reading them side by 
side with my own vernacular. My father was 
poor and couldn’t send me to school beyond 
the fifth grade. But I learned a great deal by 
reading this book.” Many of the young fel- 


e 
A Unique 
HE Society’s library has recently received 
from Miss Clementina Butler a unique 
publication —a Bible translated, printed, and 
bound by women, all converts from Hinduism. 
The translation into Marathi was made by 
the former Brahmin widow, Pandita Ramabai 
Sarasvati, who devoted her life to breaking 
down the terrible enslavement of the child- 
widow, daring to face the hoary customs of 
Hinduism and social standing, because she felt 
that Christ had given her the message that she 
should open the door and set them free. She 
organized, and carried on many years, an or- 
phanage, a school for the blind, a rescue home, 
and a Christian village. 
During a famine, her work among the Ma- 
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lows, convinced, bought two Testaments in- 
stead of one. Thus Mr. Quebral has served 
dozens of high-school students a good turn. 


Evidence of Appreciation 

“Mr. Higdon, do you have time now to go 
over the report of the Bible Sunday offerings ?” 
Bill, the bookkeeper, stood in my office door. 

“Certainly. Come in. That’s just what I 
need to finish my review of the year.” “Well, 
I’m sure surprised at the amount of these 
gifts. Doesn’t look as though depression or 
grasshoppers, low prices or political independ- 
ence, or all of them put together, had much 
effect on the congregations on Bible Day.” 
Bill had just made up the figures for a five- 
year period, and that accounted for his enthusi- 
asm. 

“What group has given the largest contribu- 
tion this year,’ I inquired. The office force 
had been watching the returns with great inter- 
est, but it had been several days since we had 
had a report. “The Presbyterians lead with 
91.07 pesos,” Bill announced. “Then come the 
Baptists with 75.44 pesos, the Methodists with 
40.54 pesos, the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance with 33.47 pesos, and the United Brethren, 
the Episcopalians, and the Disciples with small- 
er amounts.” “The Methodist churches are 
supposed to make their reports at Annual Con- 
ference next week and send their money 
through the conference treasurer,” I explained. 
“When their gifts come in, we will probably 
have a total of 300 pesos—the best in years.” 

“The people really do appreciate our work 
or they wouldn’t give like this in hard times,” 
Bill declared, as he placed his report on my 
desk and arose to go. The report showed: 
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rathi village people caused her to feel that they 
could not understand the more classic language 
of the Bible Societies’ Marathi version. So, at 
the age of forty, and in addition to keeping 
her other enterprises running, she began the 
task of Bible translation. With a few of:her 
brightest students, she began the study of He- 
brew and Greek, first compiling a lexicon. 
Then, with these loyal assistants, she translated 
the whole Bible into a simple form of Marathi, 
which girl and women students printed on the 
press in her settlement, Mukti, at Kedgaon, in 
Poona Province, India, and neatly bound. This 
Bible was published in 1924. 

Probably, this is the only complete Bible 
translated, printed, and bound by women. 
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Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


JUNE MEETING OF THE BOARD 


PSs second stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers in the 118th year of the So- 
ciety was held at the Bible House, on Thurs- 
day, June 1, 1933. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, Mr. George Tiffany was in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Gen- 
eral Secretary North. 

The minutes of the first stated meeting of 
the year and those of the standing committees 
were presented and approved. 

On recommendation of the General Refer- 
ence Committee, the standing committees were 
elected for the year 1933-1934. (See page 95.) 

On recommendation of the Committee on 
Foreign Agencies, 5,000 copies each of the Gos- 
pels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and 2,500 
copies each of the Gospel of John and The 
Acts, were granted to the Presbyterian Mission 
in the Camerouns, West Africa. 

Recommendations by other committees were 
adopted. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
month of April, 1933: Brazil, 4,774 volumes, 
valued at $3,034.89; Caribbean, 53,069 
volumes, $981.76; La Plata, 183 volumes, 
$62.04; Mexico, 4,024 volumes, $2,021.62; 
Philippines, 2,000 volumes, $101.06; Upper 
Andes, 21 volumes, $31.82; West Indies, 3,227 
volumes, $460.52; total volumes, 67,298; total 
value, $6,693.71. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of April were 265,433 volumes. 

e e 
JULY MEETING OF THE BOARD 
HE third stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers in the 118th year of the So- 
ciety was held at the Bible House, on Thurs- 
day, July 6, 1933-3 President) Talcott in) the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. Frank Mason North, D.D. 

The following memorial minute was unani- 
mously adopted : 
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Mrs. William Borden 


A loyal upholder of the Bible as the true and re- 
liable record of the revelation of God in Christ, Mrs. 
Borden was elected a member of the Board of Man- 
agers of the American Bible Society in 1919, not long 
after she had come to New York from Chicago. Her 
presence was always welcome at the meetings of the 
Board and of the Committee on Home Agencies on 
which she was later appointed. Her interest in the 
distribution of the Bible and belief in its influence were 
more than official. As a vice president of the Friend- 
ly League of Christian Service, and chairman of its 
Committee on Religious Services, for over a decade, 
she not only arranged for those services at the weekly 
luncheons provided for business girls and women, but 
also saw to the constant presence of a stock of Testa- 
ments and Gospels and to their distribution, up to the 
end of her active life. 

Rejoicing in her strong faith, her real service and 
her gracious personality, the Board of Managers 
would make record of their sympathy with her daugh- 
ters and son in the great loss they have sustained. 


The minutes of the previous meeting and of 
the various standing committees were pre- 
sented and approved. 

The retirement of Mr. Frank T. Brooks, 
superintendent of the Printing Department, 
after 44 years of service was reported, a pleas- 
ant farewell on his last day having been ac- 
corded by members of the Bible House staff, 
who presented him with some useful gifts, 
greatly appreciated by him. 

As a result of correspondence with the Chief 
of Chaplains, sanction was given by the Board 
for donations of Bibles and Testaments up to 
a cost of $2,000, for distribution to men in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps Camps, the initial 
donation being 1,500 Bibles and 15,000 Testa- 
ments. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
month of May, 1933: Brazil, 2,853 volumes, 
valued at $1,844.63; Caribbean, 3,270 volumes, 
$929.98; Japan, 30 volumes, $28.35; Mexico, 
14,083 volumes, $618.70; Upper Andes, 23,- 
490 volumes, $579.66; West Indies, 6,000 
volumes, $393.95; total volumes, 49,726; total 
value, $4,395.27. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of May were 203,866 volumes. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an or- 
dinary letter silver coin, bills or postage stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR. 


1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for fifteen cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company’s money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and make 
the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert Darling- 
ton, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. | 


CASH STATEMENTS FOR JUNE AND JULY, 1933 
CASH RECEIPTS 
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PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
CasH RECEIPTS 
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Total Cash Balance of Administration and Publication Departments...........0+ +e sees ee eeeee $102,810 06 


$86,918 07 


ANNOUNCING 


A NEW SERIES OF SCRIPTURES 


in the 


King James Version 


BIBLE - - Two sizes—Large, from 50 cents up; the small, from 25 cents 
up—see samples of type below. 


TESTAMENT - - Two sizes. 


TESTAMENT AND PSALMS - - Two sizes. 
THE FOUR GOSPELS - - In separate volumes with larger type. 


a 


Special Features 


Boldface type - - Clear, and easy to read. 


Aids to pronunciation - - More difficult proper names 
(and some others) divided into syllables and marked for 
easy pronunciation in accordance with American usage. 


Unusual quality - - Paper, presswork, and bindings of 


high standards. 


Attractive prices - - The new books are priced lower than 
formerly, in spite of high standards in format, paper, 


presswork, and binding. 


NEW 25-cent* BIBLE 


The kings of Edom. Joseph's two dreams 


21 And Di’shén, and E’zér, and Di‘ the daughter of NV 
shan: these are the dukes of the Ho‘ Méz’a-hab. 


ee ye children of Sé’ir in the land of 40 And these « 
es that came 


> ree the children of Lo’tén were their families, g 


*No discount 


-NEW 50-cent* BIBLE 


Of fasting. Of the sabbath. The twelve ora 
Phar’i-sées used to fast: and they come on 
and say unto him, Why do the disciples the 
of John and of the Phar’i-sées fast, but un 
thy disciples fast not? An 


. Carriage charges extra 


Complete information on request to any Home Agency 


See inside front cover 


